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/r).  620/  Top  Secret 

Dispatched:  23  July  1941.  P.  M.,  WASHINGTON 
Rccoivod:  24 ■  July  194-1,  A.  M. ,  Foreign  Office 

To:  Foreign  Minister  TOYODA 
Fron:  Ambassador  NOMURA 

No.  550  (Urgent  -  Top  Secret  -  Ambassador's  Code) 

In  the  tolegrams  of  July  3  2nd  July  19*  I  have 
mentioned  what  the  effects  on  Japaneso-Ancri'can  relations 
v/ould  bo  when  our  southern  advance  is  contemplated. 

Today,  these  effects  have  rapidly  developed  to  a  stage 
where  there  is  danger  that  diplomatic  relations  betwoon 
theso  two  countries  nay  bo  severed.  Sensing  the  < 

urgency  of  the  situation  from  tho  conversation  on  ! 

Monday  between  WAKASUGI  and  tho  Assistant  Socrotary  of 
State,  or  Tuesday  I  requested  an  interview  with  tho 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State.  The  request  was  finally 
granted  and  I  an  scheduled  to  interview  him  at  3{00  p.m. 
this  coming  Wednesday.  Last  night  I  mot  a  cabinet 
member  who  had  hurriedly  returned  from  his  trip.  He 
toe  told  no  that  Secretary  HULL  was  taking  a  rest  for 
his  health  and  that  WFiLLES  was  at  a  loss  for  what  to 
do,  and  he  intimated  that  ho  could  not  do  anything  for 
/p.  621/  us.  He  asked  for  my  opinion  so  I  replied  that  I  have 

not  lost  hope  and  will  do  ny  best  according  to  ny  belief. 
HoY/ovcr,  it  is  believed  that  things  will  develop  to  a 
point  just  short  of  a  diplomatic  break. 

The  cause  for  the  rapid  change  of  American  public 
opinion  toward  JAPAN  lies  in  the  soutwc.rd  advance.  They 
considor  that  the  southward  advance  is  tho  first  step 
which  will  eventually  lead  to  SINGAPORE  and  the  DUTCH 
E:.ST  INDIES.  The  U.  S.  Navy  officers  arc  presuned  to 
have  the  sane  opinion.  There  is  criticism  that  on  one 
hand  JAPAN  is  planning  hor  southward  advance,  and  on  the 
other  hand  is  trying  to  conclude  an  r.groenonj  with 
AMERICA,  and  that  tho  Secretary  of  State  is  being 
deceived.  With  his  physical  condition  as  such,  there 
are  also  rumors  that  ho  nay  resign.  Furthermore,  reports 
fron  TOKYO,  which  tend  to  make  our  real  intentions 
questionable,  keep  coning  in  frequently.  Some  of  tho 
outstanding  ones  r.ro:  (a)  The  negotiations  carried  on 
by  us  here  will  bo  "torpedoed”  in  TOKYO,  (b)  JAPAN  has 
explained  to  tho  Axis  Powers  that  tho  adjustment  of 
Japanose-Amorican  diplomacy  is  a  stratogom  to  complete 
preparations  for  a  southward  advanco •  Thoro  are  rumors  , 

/p.  622A/  that  oven  the  highest  authorities  have  begun  to  listen 
to  these  reports.  Briefly  speaking,  even  while  the 
negotiations  are  going  on,  thoro  are  attempts  at 
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alienation  and  slander  by  the  third  countries.  It 
is  obvious  that  there  are  opposition  movements  both 
in  JAPAN  and  AMERICA  and  the  situation  now  is  really 
difficult. 

I  suggest  that  the  Japanese  government  lose  no 
tine  in  manifesting  tc  the  American  ambassador  the 
sincere  intentions  of  JAPAN  in  rogerd  to  the  cdjust- 
nent  of  Jam ano so -American  diplomacy  and  the  real 
intentions  of  JAPAN’S  occupation  in  FRENCH  INDO-CHINA. 
It  is  also  requested  that  you  notify  mo  as  soon  as 
possible  of  the  now  cabinet’s  policy  toward  AMERICA, 
ns  a  nan  given  a  now  lease  on  life.  I  am  resolved  to 
do  my  utmost.  (Rnd) 
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